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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S JULY 22 SPEECH: KOREA SECTION 

FOLLOWING IS OFFICIAL TEXT OF PORTION OF THE SECRETARY'S 
JULY 22 SPEECH, TO BE DRAWN UPON IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
STATE 181500. BEGIN TEXT: 

ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA, TOO, WE ARE PREPARED TO MAKE SERI- 
OUS EFFORTS TO EASE TENSIONS. 

IN RECENT YEARS NORTH KOREA AND ITS FRIENDS HAVE MOUNTED A 
MAJOR DIPLOMATIC CAMPAIGN - ESPECIALLY IN THE SO-CALLED 
NON-ALIGNED FORUMS AND THE UNITED NATIONS - TO ALTER THE 
INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT WHICH 
ENDED HOSTILITIES IN KOREA 23 YEARS AGO AND HELPS TO KEEP 
THE PEACE TODAY. THEY INSIST UPON UNCONDITIONAL DISSOLU- 
TION OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND, WHICH.TOGETHER WITH 
NORTH KOREA AND CHINA, IS A SIGNATORY TO THE ARMISTICE 
AGREEMENT. THEY HAVE GONE SO FAR AS TO CLAIM THAT IF THE 
COMMAND IS DISSOLVED, THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT ITSELF WOULD 
CEASE TO EXIST. AT THE SAME TIME, NORTH KOREA DEMANDS THE 
UNILATERAL WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN FORCES FROM KOREA. THEY 

PROPOSE THAT THE ISSUES OF PEACE AND SECURITY ON THE PENIN- 
SULA BE DISCUSSED IN BILATERAL TALKS WITH THE UNITED STATES 
ALONE, EXCLUDING THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA WHICH REPRESENTS 
TWO-THIRDS OF THE KOREAN POPULATION. 

NORTH KOREA'S PROPOSALS ARE DESIGNED NOT TO PROMOTE PEACE 
BUT TO ISOLATE OUR ALLY, TO PRECIPITATE UNILATERAL AMERICAN 
WITHDRAWAL AND TO DISSOLVE THE EXISTING LEGAL ARRANGEMENTS 
INTO AMORPHOUS GENERAL NEGOTIATIONS. 

THE UNITED STATES WILL NEVER ACCEPT SUCH PROPOSALS. NO NA- 
TION THAT TRULY BELIEVES IN PEACE SHOULD SUPPORT THEM; NO 
COUNTRY INTERESTED IN GENUINE NON-ALIGNMENT SHOULD LEND 
ITSELF TO SO ONE-SIDED AN APPROACH. 

WE DO NOT MAINTAIN THAT PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS IN THE KOREAN 
PENINSULA MUST REMAIN FOREVER FROZEN. ON THE CONTRARY, 

THE UNITED STATES FAVORS NEW NEGOTIATIONS TO PROMOTE SECUR- 
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ITY AND TO EASE TENSIONS THERE. WE ARE PREPARED TO DISCUSS 
A NEW LEGAL BASIS FOR THE EXISTING ARMISTICE. WE ARE ALSO 
READY TO REPLACE THE ARMISTICE WITH MORE PERMANENT ARRANGE- 
MENTS. BUT THIS ADMINISTRATION CANNOT, AND WILL NOT, NEGO- 
TIATE BEHIND THE BACK OF OUR SOUTH KOREAN ALLY OVER ISSUES 
WHICH AFFECT ITS VERY EXISTENCE. NOR WILL THE UNITED 
STATES AGREE TO TERMINATE THE UN COMMAND WITHOUT NEW AR- 
RANGEMENTS WHICH PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF THE ARMISTICE 
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AGREEMENT - THE ONLY EXISTING LEGAL ARRANGEMENT WHICH COM- 
MITS THE PARTIES CONCERNED TO KEEP THE PEACE - OR WHICH 
ESTABLISH A NEW PERMANENT LEGAL BASIS. AND THE UNITED 
STATES WILL NOT UNDERMINE STABILITY AND HOPES FOR NEGOTIA- 
TION BY WITHDRAWING ITS FORCES UNILATERALLY. THE UNITED 
STATES POSITION WITH RESPECT TO KOREA IS CLEAR: 

- FIRST, WE URGE A RESUMPTION OF SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA. 

- SECOND, IF NORTH KOREA'S ALLIES ARE PREPARED TO IM- 
PROVE THEIR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH KOREA, THEN AND ONLY THEN, 
WILL WE BE PREPARED TO TAKE SIMILAR STEPS TOWARD NORTH 
KOREA. 

THIRD, WE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT PROPOSALS THAT THE 
UNITED NATIONS OPEN ITS DOORS TO FULL MEMBERSHIP FOR SOUTH 
AND NORTH KOREA WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THEIR EVENTUAL REUNI- 
FICATION. 

- FINALLY, WE ARE PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE A NEW BASIS 
FOR THE ARMISTICE OR TO REPLACE IT WITH MORE PERMANENT 
ARRANGEMENTS IN ANY FORM ACCEPTABLE TO ALL THE PARTIES. 

IN THIS SPIRIT, WE PROPOSED LAST SEPTEMBER A CONFERENCE IN- 
CLUDING NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA, THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF CHINA - THE PARTIES MOST IMMEDIATELY 
CONCERNED - TO DISCUSS WAYS OF PRESERVING THE ARMISTICE 
AGREEMENT AND OF REDUCING TENSIONS IN KOREA. WE NOTED THAT 
IN SUCH A MEETING WE WOULD BE READY TO EXPLORE POSSIBILI 
TIES FOR A LARGER CONFERENCE TO NEGOTIATE MORE FUNDAMENTAL 
AND DURABLE ARRANGEMENTS. 
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TODAY, PRESIDENT FORD HAS ASKED ME TO CALL AGAIN FOR SUCH 
A CONFERENCE. 

SPECIFICALLY, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED TO 
MEET WITH SOUTH KOREA, NORTH KOREA AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUB- 
LIC OF CHINA DURING THE COMING SESSION OF THE UNITED NA- 
TIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. WE PROPOSE NEW YORK, BUT WE ARE 
READY TO CONSIDER SOME OTHER MUTUALLY AGREEABLE PLACE. WE 
ARE WILLING TO BEGIN IMMEDIATE DISCUSSIONS ON ISSUES OF 
PROCEDURE AND SITE. SUCH A CONFERENCE COULD PROVIDE A NEW 
LEGAL STRUCTURE FOR THE ARMISTICE IF THE PARTIES AGREE. IT 
COULD REPLACE IT WITH MORE PERMANENT ARRANGEMENTS. IT 
COULD EASE TENSIONS THROUGHOUT ASIA. 

WE URGE OTHER PARTIES TO RESPOND AFFIRMATIVELY. ANY NATION 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


GENUINELY INTERESTED IN PEACE ON THE PENINSULA SHOULD BE 
PREPARED TO SIT DOWN AND TALK WITH THE OTHER PARTIES ON 
WAYS TO IMPROVE THE EXISTING SITUATION. END TEXT. 

ROBINSON 
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STATE 181500. BEGIN TEXT: 

ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA, TOO, WE ARE PREPARED TO MAKE SERI- 
OUS EFFORTS TO EASE TENSIONS. 

IN RECENT YEARS NORTH KOREA AND ITS FRIENDS HAVE MOUNTED A 
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MAIOR DIPLOMATIC CAMPAIGN - ESPECIALLY IN THE SO-CALLED 
NON-ALIGNED FORUMS AND THE UNITED NATIONS - TO ALTER THE 
INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT WHICH 
ENDED HOSTILITIES IN KOREA 23 YEARS AGO AND HELPS TO KEEP 
THE PEACE TODAY. THEY INSIST UPON UNCONDITIONAL DISSOLU- 
TION OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND, WHICH,TOGETHER WITH 
NORTH KOREA AND CHINA, IS A SIGNATORY TO THE ARMISTICE 
AGREEMENT. THEY HAVE GONE SO FAR AS TO CLAIM THAT IF THE 
COMMAND IS DISSOLVED, THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT ITSELF WOULD 
CEASE TO EXIST. AT THE SAME TIME, NORTH KOREA DEMANDS THE 
UNILATERAL WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN FORCES FROM KOREA. THEY 

PROPOSE THAT THE ISSUES OF PEACE AND SECURITY ON THE PENIN- 
SULA BE DISCUSSED IN BILATERAL TALKS WITH THE UNITED STATES 
ALONE, EXCLUDING THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA WHICH REPRESENTS 
TWO-THIRDS OF THE KOREAN POPULATION. 

NORTH KOREA'S PROPOSALS ARE DESIGNED NOT TO PROMOTE PEACE 
BUT TO ISOLATE OUR ALLY, TO PRECIPITATE UNILATERAL AMERICAN 
WITHDRAWAL AND TO DISSOLVE THE EXISTING LEGAL ARRANGEMENTS 
INTO AMORPHOUS GENERAL NEGOTIATIONS. 

THE UNITED STATES WILL NEVER ACCEPT SUCH PROPOSALS. NO NA- 
TION THAT TRULY BELIEVES IN PEACE SHOULD SUPPORT THEM; NO 
COUNTRY INTERESTED IN GENUINE NON-ALIGNMENT SHOULD LEND 
ITSELF TO SO ONE-SIDED AN APPROACH. 

WE DO NOT MAINTAIN THAT PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS IN THE KOREAN 
PENINSULA MUST REMAIN FOREVER FROZEN. ON THE CONTRARY, 

THE UNITED STATES FAVORS NEW NEGOTIATIONS TO PROMOTE SECUR- 
ITY AND TO EASE TENSIONS THERE. WE ARE PREPARED TO DISCUSS 
A NEW LEGAL BASIS FOR THE EXISTING ARMISTICE. WE ARE ALSO 
READY TO REPLACE THE ARMISTICE WITH MORE PERMANENT ARRANGE- 
MENTS. BUT THIS ADMINISTRATION CANNOT, AND WILL NOT, NEGO- 
TIATE BEHIND THE BACK OF OUR SOUTH KOREAN ALLY OVER ISSUES 
WHICH AFFECT ITS VERY EXISTENCE. NOR WILL THE UNITED 
STATES AGREE TO TERMINATE THE UN COMMAND WITHOUT NEW AR- 
RANGEMENTS WHICH PRESERVE THE INTEGRITY OF THE ARMISTICE 
AGREEMENT - THE ONLY EXISTING LEGAL ARRANGEMENT WHICH COM- 
MITS THE PARTIES CONCERNED TO KEEP THE PEACE - OR WHICH 
ESTABLISH A NEW PERMANENT LEGAL BASIS. AND THE UNITED 
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STATES WILL NOT UNDERMINE STABILITY AND HOPES FOR NEGOTIA- 
TION BY WITHDRAWING ITS FORCES UNILATERALLY. THE UNITED 
STATES POSITION WITH RESPECT TO KOREA IS CLEAR: 

- FIRST, WE URGE A RESUMPTION OF SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA. 

- SECOND, IF NORTH KOREA'S ALLIES ARE PREPARED TO IM- 
PROVE THEIR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH KOREA, THEN AND ONLY THEN, 
WILL WE BE PREPARED TO TAKE SIMILAR STEPS TOWARD NORTH 
KOREA. 

- THIRD, WE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT PROPOSALS THAT THE 
UNITED NATIONS OPEN ITS DOORS TO FULL MEMBERSHIP FOR SOUTH 
AND NORTH KOREA WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO THEIR EVENTUAL REUNI- 
FICATION. 

- FINALLY, WE ARE PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE A NEW BASIS 
FOR THE ARMISTICE OR TO REPLACE IT WITH MORE PERMANENT 
ARRANGEMENTS IN ANY FORM ACCEPTABLE TO ALL THE PARTIES. 

IN THIS SPIRIT, WE PROPOSED LAST SEPTEMBER A CONFERENCE IN- 
CLUDING NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA, THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF CHINA - THE PARTIES MOST IMMEDIATELY 
CONCERNED - TO DISCUSS WAYS OF PRESERVING THE ARMISTICE 
AGREEMENT AND OF REDUCING TENSIONS IN KOREA. WE NOTED THAT 
IN SUCH A MEETING WE WOULD BE READY TO EXPLORE POSSIBILI 
TIES FOR A LARGER CONFERENCE TO NEGOTIATE MORE FUNDAMENTAL 
AND DURABLE ARRANGEMENTS. 

TODAY, PRESIDENT FORD HAS ASKED ME TO CALL AGAIN FOR SUCH 
A CONFERENCE. 

SPECIFICALLY, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED TO 
MEET WITH SOUTH KOREA, NORTH KOREA AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUB- 
LIC OF CHINA DURING THE COMING SESSION OF THE UNITED NA- 
TIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. WE PROPOSE NEW YORK, BUT WE ARE 
READY TO CONSIDER SOME OTHER MUTUALLY AGREEABLE PLACE. WE 
ARE WILLING TO BEGIN IMMEDIATE DISCUSSIONS ON ISSUES OF 
PROCEDURE AND SITE. SUCH A CONFERENCE COULD PROVIDE A NEW 
LEGAL STRUCTURE FOR THE ARMISTICE IF THE PARTIES AGREE. IT 
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COULD REPLACE IT WITH MORE PERMANENT ARRANGEMENTS. IT 
COULD EASE TENSIONS THROUGHOUT ASIA. 
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WE URGE OTHER PARTIES TO RESPOND AFFIRMATIVELY. ANY NATION 
GENUINELY INTERESTED IN PEACE ON THE PENINSULA SHOULD BE 
PREPARED TO SIT DOWN AND TALK WITH THE OTHER PARTIES ON 
WAYS TO IMPROVE THE EXISTING SITUATION. END TEXT. 
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